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Paris 24479 9 88 


Paris 24610 997 


Paris 247031 
Paris 24728 

Paris 24876 


1005 

1011 


Paris 25136 1039 


USDEL comment to Washington re possible distinction between 
reconnaissance flights South/North of 19th parallel. 

Para. 2 - 7 * 9 - 12 , 18, 19 , 24 , 26, 28, 30-33 — Vance/Lau 
meeting, November 27 , 1968; Lau protests U.S. bombing and 
strafing in Ouang Binh and Nghe An provinces. Reconnaissance 
is use of force (para. 6). Vance says U.S. will take all 
necessary actions to defend reconnaissance planes and 

pilots (para. 9)* Question of self-defense does not arise 
(para. 24 ) . 

Para. 6-8 — Harriman-Vance/Zorin lunch, November 29 , 1968. 

Para. 3# 10-11, 16, 20 — V anc e -Habib/Lau-Vy meeting, 

December 2, 1968. 


1020 Para. 3, 5-6, 19, 33 - 36 , 52 — Vance -Habib/Lau meeting, 
December 4 , 1968. 


Para. 2, 69, 16, 24, 29 — Vance-Habib/Lau-Vy 

meeting, December 10, 1968; Vance reads statement 
protesting DRV firing on US reconnaissance 
aircraft. 


Paris 25341 


1060 


Para. 6-10, 27, 46, 49 -- Vance-Habib/Lau-Vy 
December 13, 1968; DRV protests 


meeting, 


Paris 376 


Paris 796 


1139 Para. 6 — Harriman-Vance/Zorin-Obererako meeting, 

January 9, 1969; we express gratification that 

DRV had not fired on our reconnaissance aircraft 
for 12 days. 

1194 Para. 8-15 -- Harriman— Vance/Tho-Thuy meeting, 

January 17, 1969; Thuy protests air reconnaissance 
over DRV and ties release of POWs to its cessation ' 
(para. 8); US rebuts saying if there were no 
firing on our planes, there would be no reason 
to drop bombs to defend planes or protect pilots 
(para. 9-10). Thuy says reconnaissance is 
violation of DRV sovereignty and security and it 
is an act involving use of force because its 
purpose is for war (para. 11). we say as war 
deescalates, situation re conducting of reconnais- 
sance might change (para. 12). 


Paris 1681 


1290 Para. 7-9, 11 -- Vance-Walsh/Lau meeting, Februa: 
1969; Lau protests U.S. air reconnaissance. 
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Parle 17321 365 Para. 12 — 0SDEL proposal to SacState? 1 ^ '" ' ~ 

Parle 17409 377 9~ x^n Thg - of 0S pfiot, lot m 
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Paris 17425 381 Para. 12 — Ha rriaan/ Zorin 

POWs. 


exchange >$$ release of 
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Paris 18098 466 Paras. 6-9 - Harriman/Lau teabreak - release of 

pilots. 


Paris 19329 587 Para. 5 - Holbrooke/Hien conversation 

NVN seamen. 


re release of 


Paris 19450 598 Para. 3, 11 — Return of NVN seamen and three U.S. 

pilots . 


Paris 20831 728 


Paris 25639 1085 


Paris 796 1194 


Paris 1172 1242 


Paris 1595 1283 

Paris 4211 1514 


'.i- 1.4,2;-’ 


Teabreak discussion with Tho of releases of U.S. 
pilots (Adm. McCain's son) and NVN seamen.” 

Paras. 8-10 — Habib/Vy lunch December 20, 1968 • 

Habib assures Vy that released pilots not now 
employed in any way related to confcat (para. 10). 

Par fof:o" 8 "" HarrljDan ~ v ance/ Tho-Thuy meeting, Jan. 17 
1969 ; we press DRV for further prisoner releases , 
assure DRV that released pilots would not be 
Involved in war-related activities (para. 4.6)* 
ask for lists of POWs (para. 3). Thuy says DRV 
considers pilots as war criminals and not covered 
by Geneva Conventions (para. 4). Thuy says ques- 
tion of POWs depended on attitude of USG towards 
cessation of bombardment of DRV (i.e., including 
air reconnaissance) and question of intensifica- 

in *** ( P ara * 8 >- See also State 
10002 (TODEL 2000), January 22, 1969. 

USDEL to Washington — POWs might be appropriate 
subject for first Lodge/Tho private talk. 

USDEL reports on consultations with GVNDEL re POWs. 

Para ; 3 Z~ t° dge/Lam meetin S> March 24, 1969: Lodge 
says he hopes to raise POW issues in teabreaks? 
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Paris 6644 1690 Para* 27 -- Lodge -Habib /Tho-Thuy private meeting. 

May 7, 1969; Lodge reads statement setting forth 
our position on POWs. 

Paris 6649 1691 Para* 13, 39 -- Lodge-Habib/Tho-Thuy 'private 

meeting, May 7, 1969; Thuy says#RV has always 
demanded that Vietnamese captured by US/GVN must 
be released. As for US pilots, DRV have 
always applied a humane and lenient policy. 

Lodge says we should begin by considering imme- 
diate release of seriously sick and wounded 
POWs. "We are prepared to start now with the 
exchange of names of POWs." (Para. 39). 

Paris 7393 1746 USDEL proposes public campaign on issues of obtaining 

names of POWs and regular mail exchanges. 

Paris 10175 1895 USDEL suggests to Washington that DRV announcement of. 

release of three POWs and authorization for all 
POWs to receive gift parcels is one reason why 
relatively harsh language of proposed "final 
statement" for private US-DRV meeting would be 
inappropriate. 

Paris 10179 1898 USDEL suggests comments to be added at next private 

US-DRV meeting on POWs, including offer of enemy 
POW list to the DRV and ransom for the release of 

U.S. prisoners (not approved by Washington — 

State 111206). 

Paris 10190 1900 USDEL notes that if we are authorized to provide an 

enemy POW list, we shall have to be supplied one, 
and that it should be a single list of all VC, as 
well as NVA, POWs. 

Paris 10312 1907 USDEL suggests to Washington revisions in text of 

comment for next US-DRV private meeting. Revisions 
emphasized humanitarian need for POW list and asked 
specifics on gift parcel offer. 

Paris 10564 1922 USDEL urged as one reason for early US-DRV private 

m eeting th e need to probe the DRV on prisoner 

7 3F64,27 ■ L3 - s I ; s. an . SL .gitt parcel arrangements. 
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Paris 10947 1952 Lodge/Thuy meeting of July 18 -- discussion of gift 

parcels for US POWs. Thuy said dates for packages 
were July 1-20. We pointed out Impossibility of 
meeting July 20 date. Thuy agreedifco our moving 
ahead with expeditious shipment. 

Paris 10979 1956 Lodge-Thuy meeting, July 18, 1969 — We welcomed 

prisoner release and asked for lists, mail pri- 
vileges, and release of sick and wounded (paras. 
30-32). We asked about gift parcels (para. 33). 

Thuy alleged mistratement of prisoners in SVN and 
said that prisoner issue could not be settled so 
long as war continued (para. 59). Discussion of 
gift parcels (para. 60-64). 

Paris 11017 1960 USDEL recommends trying to establish regular explora- 

tory discussions with the DRV (para. 10C). 

_ Paris 11049 1963 USDEL proposed talking paper, (paras. 25-39). 

Paris 11514 1985 Habib-Lau meeting, July 29 — we said we wished to 

discuss this, but for lack of time, it was post- 
poned (paras. 47 and 56). 

Paris 11527 1986 USDEL recommends that the question of repatriation of 

shipwrecked NVN seamen be raised at the next pri- 
vate meetings. (The Department rejected that idea.) 

Paris 12070 2025 Habib-Vy meeting of August 9 — Habib asked for nego- 

tiations for the release of all prisoners, 
beginning with sick and wounded and those held 
longest (paras. 12 and 13). Vy referred to POW 
releases and acceptance of parcels as proof of DRV 
humanitarian policy (para. 39). Habib repeated 
our proposals on prisoners and asked for lists, 
communication and appointment of a protecting power, 
perhaps a neutral country with a diplomatic mission 
in Hanoi (paras. 42 and 43). Vy alleged that 
U.S. and GVN had treated prisoners inhumanely 

) but agreed to report our suggestions to 
""" -Xu^JTfi^ (para. 44). Habib pressed for early 

73T6*,2/ actiorr^ POWs; Vy repeated charges of crimes 

ccmmltted- by U.S. pilots (para. 45). 
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Paris 12603 2049 Habib -Vy meeting of August 20. Vy charged that many 

people captured by the US and the GVN were 
being inhumanely treated (para. 7). Vy said 
that, despite the crimes committed by U.S. 
pilots, the DRV treated them humanely, and he 
regretted the critical statements made by a 
number of U.S. personalities (para. 8). Vy 
contrasted their humane treatment of pilots 
with our inhumane bombing of the Vietnamese 
people (para. 9). Vy implied that POW questions 
could not appropriately be discussed until the 
fundamental questions of U.S. withdrawal and a 
coalition government were settled (para. 10). 
Habib asked a series of questions about PCJWs, 
including lists, mail, protecting power, and 
release of sick and wounded (para. 14 J -N). Vy 
rested on what he had said (para. 18). Habib 
said our reasonable questions were based on 
generally accepted international standards for 
prisoner treatment and deserved individual 
answers (para. 25). Vy repeated his position 
and added that U.S. POWs were allowed to receive 
mail and gifts on festival days (para. 30). 

Habib raised the question of the ten ship- 
wrecked NVN fishermen and referred to the DRV 
letter on the subject (text in Paris 12281 of 
August 14) ; he stressed desirability of return 
via ICC aircraft and pointed out that we had 
not captured these fishermen and should not 
have to bear unnecessary expense in returning 
them (para. 39).. Vy agreed to reconsider 
(para. 40). 

Paris 13509 2088 Text of note to Lodge from Lau repeating DRV respect 

for sea repatriation of the ten shipwrecked 
fishermen. 
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Paris 14616 2138 Visit by wives of ROWS to DEV Delegation. 

£ tt c fami ii as in Paris seeking informa- 
Paris 14974 2156 Re P°^ 0 ^ £ f ^' DRV about POWs. 

Paris 15254 2172 Report of Mrs. Stockdale's group's visit to DRVDEL 

Paris 15307 2174 Report of Mrs. Stockdale's group's visit to DRVDEL 

Paris 15406 2180 PRGDEL will forward letters that families 

Pans J.34 gend to De iegation. 

Paris 15590 2196 Names of POWs given to Rabbi Rubin. 

Paris 15857 2201 Visit of Mrs. John M. Martin to DRVDEL. 

Paris 16062 2220 USDEL views on P0W mail exchanges and Christmas 

packages . 


Paris 16686 2246 


Paris 17751 2312 

Paris 18599 2389 


Paris 18517 2380 


<w 9Q 1969 -- USDEL expresses view to Washington 
it ^uld be prepared to meet with PRGDEL at 
head of delegation level to discuss release 

of US POWs. 

Para 2 — US-GVNDEL discussion of GVN rel ®^® of 
62 sick and wounded North Vietnamese POWs. 

Para 4-6 -- USDEL/ GVNDEL consultation Dec. 4, 

1969 re GVN offer to repatriate 62 sick and 
wounded North Vietnamese POWs. 

Para 5 11 - Lodge tells Xuan Thuy at farewell 

rlL Dec 4 1969, US did not understand 

DRV policy ’on POWs. Thuy says DRV policy is 

lenient and humane. 


Paris 18863 2416 


Paris 18946 2420 
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USDEL/GVNDEL consultations^ 13 1969^ 

GVN repatriation oz sick duu wv^ 
Vietnamese PONs. 

USDEL/ GVNPEL consultations Dec. 16, 1^69 

o ~ * to ciVV and wounded North 

- GVN repatriation ol sick anu w-juim 

r_Vietnainese POWs. 


oecu^o 


DELTO 



Paris 19262 2447 -- Text of proposed letter to Xuan Thuy seeking 

confirmation of information regarding deaths 
of certain POWs. 

Paris 19285 2450 -- GVNDEL’s instructions re repatriation 62 sick 

and wounded North Vietnamese POWs. 

Paris 19430 2469 -- DRV press spokesman confirms that lists of 

POWs given Dellinger and Weiss are authentic. 

Paris 303 2492 — Text of USDEL letter to Xuan Thuy re mail 

privileges for POWs. 

Paris 1308 2562 February 4, 1970 — USDEL sees no reason to show 

sensitivity about drawing distinction between US 
POWs held in DRV and those held in South. 

Paris 1947 2607 February 19, 1970 — Text of PRGDEL letter to 

USDEL re letters and packages for US POWs held by 
PRG . 

Paris 2052 2621 February 21, 1970: USDEL opposes public release 

of exchange of letters with PRGDEL on POWs. 

Paris 2138 2628 February 25, 1970: USDEL proposed text of letter 

to Xuan Thuy re identification of US servicemen 
killed or unknown to DRV. 

Paris 2960 2702 March 13, 1970 -- USDEL urges release by GVN of 

500 or more POWs . 

5309 April 28, 1970 -- USDEL proposes three-week 

scenario for GVN offer to release 343 sick and 
wounded POWs. 


6295 May 19, 1970: USDEL/GVNDEL consultations re 

reoatriation of si r.lc and wnnnHpfl PflWc f-n TYP V 





